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Consumer confidence still lacking in November
· New car registrations fell 36.8% in November to 100,333 units.
· Year-to-date volume is down 10.7% to 2,023,104 units. 

· Diesel market share achieved record high of 47.0% in November. 
· Private market particularly weak in November, down 45.1%. 
“November has been another difficult month for the motor industry and whilst some consumers may have delayed their purchases to take advantage of the recent VAT reductions, overall demand continues to fall,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “Urgent action is now required to ease access to credit and finance, both to support consumers and meet the cash-flow needs of the industry.”
Diesel penetration of the new car market, monthly 2007-2008 
[image: image1.emf]40.0%

41.0%

42.0%

43.0%

44.0%

45.0%

46.0%

47.0%

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Month

Share of total new car market

2007 2008



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	November
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2008
	100,333
	47,190
	52,415
	728
	36,190
	59,721
	4,422

	2007
	158,735
	71,834
	85,646
	1,255
	65,970
	84,789
	7,976

	% change
	-36.8%
	-34.3%
	-38.8%
	-42.0%
	-45.1%
	-29.6%
	-44.6%

	Mkt share '08
	
	47.0%
	52.2%
	0.7%
	36.1%
	59.5%
	4.4%

	Mkt share '07
	
	45.3%
	54.0%
	0.8%
	41.6%
	53.4%
	5.0%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2008
	2,023,104
	879,416
	1,128,445
	15,243
	853,303
	1,046,815
	122,986

	2007
	2,266,047
	907,452
	1,342,740
	15,855
	994,753
	1,117,355
	153,939

	% change
	-10.7%
	-3.1%
	-16.0%
	-3.9%
	-14.2%
	-6.3%
	-20.1%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.5%
	55.8%
	0.8%
	42.2%
	51.7%
	6.1%

	Mkt share '07
	
	40.0%
	59.3%
	0.7%
	43.9%
	49.3%
	6.8%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	November
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	6,154
	
	1
	Focus
	96,032

	 
	2
	Focus
	4,893
	
	2
	Corsa
	93,252

	 
	3
	Corsa
	4,442
	
	3
	Fiesta
	87,785

	 
	4
	Mondeo
	3,739
	
	4
	Astra
	85,636

	 
	5
	Golf
	3,052
	
	5
	Golf
	61,285

	 
	6
	Astra
	3,003
	
	6
	207
	51,564

	 
	7
	207
	2,507
	
	7
	3 Series
	46,755

	 
	8
	3 Series
	2,195
	
	8
	Mondeo
	42,007

	 
	9
	A3
	2,194
	
	9
	Zafira
	40,782

	 
	10
	Vectra
	1,981
	 
	10
	Vectra
	38,553


Market decline exacerbated in November
· The rate of decline has steadily risen over the past seven months and the November fall was the steepest since June 1980 (bar shortfalls in 1999 due to the move to twice yearly change in registration plate). 
· The slowdown appears in line with generally weaker demand in the UK, although the move to cut VAT on 1 December may have deterred any end of month sales drive into December or next year. The VAT cut is likely to reduce an average car’s price by £250. 

· Registrations over the past three months have fallen by 24.0%. Volumes were down by 242,943 units over the first 11 months of the year, with November representing almost a quarter of that decline. November typically accounts for 6.8% of annual volumes, but this year is expected to take less than a 5% share.

· November’s slowdown was steeper than envisaged and suggests a market of just over 2.1mn units is likely this year. 
· The market decline in November was across all sales types, fuel types and segments. Small cars weathered the decline better than most and reported an improved market share, whilst diesel penetration rose to a record 47.0% in November. Only private buyers can benefit from the temporary VAT cut and their volumes were down 45.1% in November. 

· The new Ford Fiesta was the UK’s best selling model in November, just ahead of the Ford Focus. The Focus remains the best seller over the first 11 months of the year. 































































December 2008


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


December 2008 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 7 January 2009














Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13% since 1997.





The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" ��www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.
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